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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



Voi,. XXV. OCTOBER 28, 1910. No. 43. 



POLIOMYELITIS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

In continuation of the information relative to the prevalence of 
poliomyelitis in the United States, published in the Public Health 
Reports of September 30, 1910, the following has been received: 

CALIFORNIA. 

During September, 1910, 13 cases of poliomyelitis were reported 
in California, as follows: Berkeley, 6; San Francisco, 5; Stockton, 
San Joaquin County, 1; Trenton, Sonoma County, 1. (California 
State Board of Health.) 

COLORADO. 

During September, 1910, 4 cases of poliomyelitis were reported in 
Colorado as follows: Kit Carson County, 1 ; Otero County, 3. (Secre- 
tary Colorado State Board of Health.) 

CONNECTICUT. 

During August 36 cases were reported as follows: Bethel, 1 ; Bridge- 
port, 4; Clinton, 1; Danbury (city), 2; Easton, 1; Enfield, 3; Grotort 
(borough), 1; Guilford, 1; Haddam, 1; Hartford, 6; Meriden (city), 
6; Meriden (town), 1; Plainfield, 2; Plymouth, 1; Suffield, 3; Water- 
bury, 2. Total, 36 cases in 16 towns. 

During September cases were reported from every county except 
Litchfield, 71 cases in all being reported. (Secretary Connecticut 
State Board of Health.) 

FLORIDA. 

The state health officer reports that in August and September, 
1907, at Live Oak, in Suwanee County, there were 16 cases or 
poliomyelitis with 1 death; in September, 1907, at the insane hos- 
pital at Chattahoochee, Gadsden County, there were 2 cases in adult 
males; in September, 1910, there were 2 cases in Duval County and 
2 cases in Putnam County. 

ILLINOIS. 

During August 15 cases were reported from true following places: 
Hamilton, Hancock County; Plainville, Adams County; Balcom, 
Union County; Glenview, Cook County; Rock Island, Rock Island 
County. (Secretary Illinois State Board of Health.) 
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INDIANA. 

The secretary of the state board of health reports that" the follow- 
ing deaths from poliomyelitis have been recorded in Indiana: In 
1909, 20 deaths. In 1910, 3 deaths in January, 4 in February, 2 in 
March, 1 in April, 3 in May, 1 in June, and 3 in July. He also states 
that the disease is not at present a reportable one in the State, but 
that it will probably be made so, and invites attention to the need of 
physicians informing themselves in regard to the differential diag- 
nosis of poliomyelitis, 4 deaths reported in Indiana as due to this 
disease having been in reality tuberculous meningitis. 

IOWA. 

Occasional cases of infantile or spinal paralysis have been noted 
In Iowa for years, but only during the last year has it assumed any 
great importance. During 1909 15 deaths were reported as due to 
this disease. In April, 1910, a few cases appeared at Mason City, 
Cerro Gordo County, where in May and June a well-marked epidemic 
developed. During the present year cases and deaths have been 
reported as follows: One death in February, 1 in March, 1 in April, 1 
in May, 18 cases and 1 death in June, and 49 cases and 6 deaths in 
July. From January 1 to August 24, 1910, a total of 186 cases, with 
29 deaths, was reported from 47 counties. (Secretary State Board 
of Health and Iowa Health Bulletin, Vol. XXIV, No. 1.) 

KANSAS. 

During July, August, and September, 1910, 144 cases of poliomye- 
litis, with 34 deaths, were reported from 37 counties. (Secretary 
Kansas State Board of Health.) 

MARYLAND. 

During August, 1910, 3 cases of poliomyelitis and 10 deaths were 
reported from Montgomery and Prince George counties. (State 
Department of Health.) 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

During August approximately 118 cases of poliomyelitis were 
reported from the following localities: Agawam, Amherst, Ar- 
lington, Barnstable, Blandford, Boston, Bridgewater, Brockton, 
Cambridge, Chicopee, Dartmouth, Deerfield, Fall River, Fitchburg, 
Goshen, Hadley, Holyoke, Ipswich, Lawrence, Leominster, Lynn, 
Manchester, Milford, Monson, Needham, New Bedford, Newton, 
Northampton, Palmer, Quincy, Rockport, Southampton, Springfield, 
Taunton, Watertown, West Springfield, Westfield, Weston, Westport, 
and Worcester. During September there were approximately 114 
cases reported from the following places: Amesbury, Attleboro, Bed- 
ford, Boston, Chicopee, Conway, Danvers, Deerfield, Douglas, East 
Longmeadow. Easthampton, Everett, Fall River, Fitchburg, Green- 
field, Hardwick, Holland, Holyoke, Kingston, Lawrence, Lowell, 
Ludlow, Lunenburg, Lynn, Manchester, Medford, Middleboro, Mon- 
son, New Bedford, Newton, North Attleboro, Northampton, North- 
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field, Palmer, Pittsfield, Plymouth, Quincy, Russell, Rutland, Somer- 
ville, Southbridge, Springfield, Stockbridge, Swansea, Taunton, 
Townsend, Upton, Uxbridge, Waltham, Warren, Wellesley, West- 
field, Westport, Westwood, Williamsburg, Winthrop, and Worcester. 
(Secretary Massachusetts State Board of Health.) 

MICHIGAN. 

The first cases of poliomyelitis to come directly under the obser- 
vation of the state department of health were reported during 
August, 1910. The cases occurred in Hillsdale County, 5 in the 
village of Camden and 2 in Reading Township. The disease was 
first reported as meningitis, but a representative of the state board 
of health ascertained the condition to be poliomyelitis. Four of the 
cases were taken ill in July. 

During September 10 cases with 4 deaths were reported from the 
following places: Cold Water; Sebewaing; Sherwood; Ingersoll Town- 
ship, Midland County; Sherman Township, Newaygo County; White 
Pigeon; White Pigeon Township, St. Joseph County. (Secretary 
Michigan State Board of Health.) 

NEBRASKA. 

Dr. H. M. McClanahan, in an article on the Nebraska epidemic of 
poliomyelitis in 1909, refers to 999 cases reported from 18 counties. 
(Jour. Am. Med. Assn., Oct. 1, 1910, p. 1160.) 

NEW JERSEY. 

At a meeting of the board of health of the State of New Jersey, 
held on August 30, 1910, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That in accordance with the power conferred upon the state board of 
health by the provisions of section 1 of chapter 260 of the laws of 1895, anterior polio- 
myelitis or infantile paralysis is hereby added to the list of dieases which shall hereafter 
be reported by physicians to local- boards of health, in accordance with the provisions 
ofcsaid act. 

NORTH DAKOTA. 

During August 29 cases of poliomyelitis were reported from the 
following counties: Billings, 1; Burleigh, 9; Grand Forks, 1; Het- 
tinger, 3; Logan, 2; McKenzie, 1; Sargent, 5; Stark, 2; Stutsman, 
5; and during September 38 cases from the following counties: 
Grand Forks, 4; Dunn, 9; Griggs, 2; Lamoure, 3; Logan, 3; Wells, 
17. (Secretary North Dakota State Board of Health.) 

OKLAHOMA. 

During August 5 cases of poliomyelitis with 4 deaths were 
reported from the following counties: Craig, 1; Beaver, 1; Roger, 
1 ; Woodward, 2. (State Commissioner of Health.) 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 

During August 15 cases of poliomyelitis with 1 death were re- 
ported from the following counties: Brookings, 2; Grant, 4; Hughes, 
1; Kingsbury, 4; Minnehaha, 2; Moody, 1; Walworth, 1. (State 
Superintendent of Health.) 
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VIRGINIA. 



Up to October 12, 326 cases of poliomyelitis had been reported 
as occurring in Virginia since January 1, 1910. The disease was 
reported from many counties and showed a wide distribution. (Vir- 
ginia State Commissioner of Health.) 



WASHINGTON. 



During August, 1910, 103 cases of poliomyelitis with 15'deaths 
were reported from the following counties: King, 41; Spokane, 9; 
Whatcom, 9 ; Okanogan, 7 ; Skagit, 4 ; Yakima, 4 ; Whitman, 3 ; Adams, 
3; Grant (?), 3; Lincoln, 4; Asotin, 2; Kitsap, 2; Lewis, 2; Snohomish, 
2; Wallawalla, 2; Thurston, 1; Pierce, 2; Kittitas, 1; Clarke, 1; 
Clallam, 1. (State Board of Health.) 

Cases and deaths reported, by States, for months of AugusFjmd September, 1910. 
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6 This is a mraimumnumber. 



